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Being a generous winner and a gracious loser:

· Improving individual and team skills is an important achievement in itself that, with time and perseverance, will lead to victory. Winning is the result of hard work, not a short-term goal.
1 Aylmer Soccer Club Fair Play Charter (February 2010)

“The primary responsibility of a youth soccer coach is to help the young player to have fun, learn and improve. This responsibility makes a youth coach different from any other official in the club, league or association. We (coaches) coach for the joy and success of the players—and no other reason.”
– Canadian Soccer Association

Fair Play Charter for Players
Recognizing that:

1. Sport has a powerful potential to enhance my physical and mental health, balance and development, and
2. Ensuring my well-being and developing my potential come before athletic performance and success,
As a player, my attire, my language and my behaviour demonstrate that:

1. I am committed to respecting the rules of the game and would never deliberately break them; I refuse to cheat or use illegal means in order to win.

2. I accept all instructions and decisions made by the officials and do not question their integrity.

3. I support and encourage my teammates in victory as in defeat.

4. I respect the coaches.

5. I respect my commitments to my team by giving my best efforts and by being on time for practices, games and other scheduled activities.

6. I strive to know, understand and respect the rules and regulations so that my reaction to coaches’ and officials’ decisions is informed and appropriate.

7. I am a true team player.

8. I accept the mistakes of my teammates.

9. I believe that my opponent is essential to the game.

10. I am respectful toward the coaches, officials, spectators and opponents.

11. I accept victory with grace, and do not disrespect my opponent.

12. I accept defeat with dignity, I am satisfied that I have tried my best and I acknowledge that my opponent has played well.

13. I play for fun.

14. Although I am committed to my team’s success, I believe that winning or losing is secondary to having fun, to doing my best and to encouraging my teammates to do their best.

15. I believe that personal achievement is more important than getting a medal or a trophy.

16. I represent my team, the Aylmer Soccer Club and my region by conducting myself with honour and dignity.

17. I exemplify the values of my sport.

18. I am committed to respecting the policies and procedures of the Aylmer Soccer Club.

Fair Play Charter for Parents
Recognizing that:

1. Sport has a powerful potential to enhance my child’s physical and mental health, balance and development, and

2. Ensuring my child’s well-being and developing my child’s potential come before athletic performance and success,
As the parent of a young athlete or as a spectator, my language and my behaviour demonstrate that:
1. I am not forcing my child to participate in sports; I encourage my child to play for fun and never put undue pressure on my child so as to influence his or her right to choose whether to participate.

2. I understand that my child plays sports for his or her own enjoyment, not for mine.

3. I strive to make athletic participation a positive experience for my child and for others.

4. I instill in my child the values of respect, discipline, hard work and loyalty; I teach my child to respect the rules and regulations of the game and to display good sportsmanship.

5. I remember that children learn best by example; I applaud good efforts and good plays by both my child’s team and their opponents.

6. I consider winning to be just one of the pleasures of playing sports; I downplay losing and treat mistakes as a necessary part of the learning process.

7. I teach my child to be modest in victory and dignified in defeat.

8. I encourage all participants in a civilized manner.

9. I never ridicule a player for making a mistake during a competition; instead, I offer positive comments that motivate and encourage players to keep trying.

10. I accept that my child has limits and do not place unreasonable expectations him or her; I know that children are not professional athletes and should not be judged as such.

11. I am calm and respectful; I neither tolerate nor encourage any kind of physical, verbal or emotional abuse, in fact I condemn it and report it through proper channels to the coaches and to Club and league officials.

12. I respect the coaches; their sole authority as team leaders and their decisions; I recognize that they, too, have my child’s best interests at heart.

13. I understand that the officials have a difficult task and I respect their decisions; I do not question their judgment or integrity and I expect my child to do the same. The officials represent fairness, honour and sportsmanship.

14. I strive to know, understand and respect the rules and regulations so that my reaction to coaches’ and officials’ decisions is informed and appropriate.
15.  I accept the final result of each game.

16. I respectfully submit any grievances or disputes through proper channels to either the coaches or Club officials.

17. I am committed to respecting the policies and procedures of the Aylmer Soccer Club and I encourage my child to do the same.

Fair Play Charter for Coaches
Recognizing that:

1. Sport has a powerful potential to enhance children’s physical and mental health, balance and development, 
2. Ensuring that the children’s well-being and developing their potential come before athletic performance and success, and
3. The health, safety, development and well-being of the players are the first priority and that these take precedence over vicarious achievement or the reputation of the school, club, coach or parent,
As a coach, my attire, my language and my behaviour demonstrate that:

1. I understand that the children play sports for their own enjoyment, not for mine, and that the players do not belong to me.

2. I believe in sports as a development tool and not as an end in itself.

3. I am a role model for the players; I exemplify proper behaviour, respect, honesty and integrity, and I use appropriate language that never includes insults or swearing.

4. I ensure that the players have healthy minds and healthy bodies; I help them to keep in shape, both physically and mentally, and I take care never to jeopardize their physical or mental health.

5. I accept that individual players have their limits on the field; I adjust the training sessions according to the physical and mental abilities of the players.

6. I teach the players about good sportsmanship; I value teamwork over individual success.

7. I instill in my players the values of respect, discipline, hard work and loyalty; I teach them to respect the rules and regulations of the game.

8. I understand that the officials have a difficult task and I respect their decisions; I expect my players to do the same.

9. I strive to know, understand and respect the rules and regulations so that my reaction to the officials’ decisions is informed and appropriate
10. I neither tolerate nor encourage any kind of physical, verbal or emotional abuse.

11. I respect my opponents and expect my players to do the same.

12. Although I am committed to my team’s success, I consider winning to be just one of the pleasures of playing sports; I downplay losing and treat mistakes as a necessary part of the learning process.

13. During conflict situations, I endeavour to remain calm and ensure the safety of the players, spectators and officials.

14. I am committed to respecting the policies and procedures of the Aylmer Soccer Club and I encourage my players to do the same.
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